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Agribusinesses are among the oldest oligopoly corporations in the world, and their concentration gives them 
an advantage over other food system actors. Kelly Bronson explores what happens when big data get caught 
up in pre-existing arrangements of power. Her richly ethnographic account details the work of corporate 
scientists, farmers using the data, and activist “hackers” building open-source data platforms. Actors working 
in private and public contexts have divergent views on whom new technology is for, how it should be 
developed, and what kinds of agriculture it should support. Surprisingly, despite their differences, these 
groups share a way of speaking about data and its value for the future. Bronson calls this the immaculate 
conception of data, arguing that this phenomenon is a dangerous framework for imagining big data and 
what it might do for society. 
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