
 
 
 

HERSS Summer School 2021 
 
 

How to Make Theory Work in Higher Education Research and 
Science Studies 

 
 

06.-10. September 2021 
Digital format, times are CET 

 
 

Monday, 06. September 

 
 

09.30 am-10.00 am Welcome and introduction 
Julian Hamann, Christian Imdorf, Anna Kosmützky, Humboldt University Berlin and 
Leibniz University Hannover 
on BigBlueButton 

 
 

10.00 am-11.30 am Keynote 1: How not to use the word ‘theory’  
Gabriel Abend, University of Lucerne 
on BigBlueButton 

 
 

11.30 am-12.30 pm Get together and (optional) lunch break  
  on Gather 
  
 
1.00 pm-2.30 pm  Presentations: Individual and organizational collaboration  
  on BigBlueButton 
 

Influence and relation of organizational characteristics on intra-organizational research 
collaboration. The context of German universities 

 Sarah-Rebecca Kienast, Leibniz University Hannover 
 

Collaboration dynamics in international research: lessons from TLS 
Kaela Slavik, University of Leiden  

 
International university collaborations through soft power 
Dana Abdrasheva, The Education University of Hong Kong 

 
 
parallel 

 
 



1.00 pm-2.30 pm  Presentations: Power and inequalities in academic careers 
  on BigBlueButton 
 

Theorizing the making of social knowledge and academic careers in the Global South 
Meta Cramer, University of Freiburg 

 
Intersectional inequalities in dropout from academia in Germany by gender, social 
origin, and migration experience 
Lea Goldan, University of Würzburg  

 
The prosopography of scientific elites: elite formation and perpetuation in Danish and 
British science 
Alexander Kladakis, Aarhus University 

 
 

2.30 pm-3.00 pm  Coffee break 

 
 
3.00 pm-4.00 pm  Presentations: Meaning making through theories and methods 
  on BigBlueButton 
 

Theories as symbolic forms - the development of expertise in interdisciplinary research 
settings 
Silvio Suckow, Berlin Social Science Center 

 
Numbers and their frailties: statistical (non-)knowledge as a matter of concern 
Lukas Griessl, University of Essex 

 
parallel 
 

3.00 pm-4.00 pm  Presentations: How to explain the behavior of academics?  
  on BigBlueButton 
 
  The impact of academic inbreeding on researchers’ productivity 
  Victoria Kryachko, National Research University Higher School of Economics 
 
  The Bounded Individual Horizon 
  Inma Aleixos-Borrás, University of Valencia  
 
 

from 4.00 pm  Optional “After school meeting”  
  on Gather 
 
 
 

Tuesday, 07. September 

 
 

10.00 am-3.00 pm Workshop 1: Theorizing through fiction 
  Sina Farzin, Universität der Bundeswehr, München 

on BigBlueButton 
 

parallel 
 

10.00 am-3.00 pm Workshop 2: Theorizing as Positioning in Interdisciplinary Fields  
  Jelena Brankovic, University of Bielefeld 
  on BigBlueButton 
 



parallel 
 

10.00 am-3.00 pm Workshop 3: Theorizing in social network analysis  
Eva Vögtle, German Centre for Higher Education Research and Science Studies 
on BigBlueButton 

 
 

from 3.00 pm  Optional “After school meeting”  
on Gather 

 
 
 

Wednesday, 08. September 

 
 

10.00 am-11.30 am Keynote 2: Doing (with) theory – between theory and practice  
  Jana Bacevic, Durham University 

on BigBlueButton 
 
 

11.30 am-12.00 am Get together and (optional) lunch break  
  on Gather  
 

1.00 pm-2.30 pm  Presentations: Organizations, Networks, and Society 
  on BigBlueButton 
 
  Strategic change or inertia: inter-organizational alliances in higher education 
  Hana Fehrenbach, Humboldt University Berlin  
 
  Social responsibility in business schools: a longitudinal analysis of PRME reports 
  Ana Godonoga, Vienna University of Economics and Business 
  
  Paradox of universities and companies: towards an institutional explanation  
  Julia Ganser, Fernuniversität Hagen 
   
parallel 
 
1.00 pm-2.30 pm  Presentations: Perspectives on international mobility   
  on BigBlueButton 
 

  Why are women more likely to study abroad? An explanation of the gender gap in 
international student mobility 

  Fine Cordua, German Centre for Higher Education Research and Science Studies  
 

Theorizing the mobilities of Southern students pursuing higher education in the North 
Tariqul Islam, BRAC University 

  
  Transnational, multinational, binational? The role of international education in human 

capital development for graduate employability 
  Jessica D. Schüller, University of Tampere 
  
 
2.30 pm-3.00 pm  Coffee break  

 
 



3.00 pm-4.00 pm  Presentations: Literature Reviews 
  on BigBlueButton 
 
  Higher Education living labs: A systematic literature review 
           Hacer Tercanli, Münster University of Applied Sciences  
 
  
   Entrepreneurial university: A conceptual analysis  
   Habtamu Garomssa, FH Münster 
 
parallel 
 
3.00 pm-4.00 pm  Presentations: Organising international degrees and micro-credentials  
  on BigBlueButton 
 
  International degree students‘ experiences of support in Finnish higher education 
  Anduena Ballo, University of Jyväskylä 

 
Triple helix and ecology of micro-credentials in the learning ecosystem: a case of 
Indian higher education 
Sharma Himani, MICA 

 
 

4.00 pm-4.30 pm  Poster presentations  
 

The never ending change of academic job categories between doctoral degree and 
lifetime professorship - A study on the implementation of the tenure track professorship 
at German universities 
Leonie Weißenborn, Leibniz University Hannover 

 
 How does the learning environment affect the emotional exhaustion of beginning 

  teachers? 
  Stefanie Gäckle, German Centre for Higher Education Research and Science Studies  
 
 

from 4.30 pm   Optional “After school meeting”  
on Gather 

 
 
 

Thursday, 09. September 

 
 

10.00 am-3.00 pm Workshop 4: Doing theory in quantitative empirical research 
  Nicole Tieben, Leibniz University Hannover 
  on BigBlueButton 
 
parallel 
 
10.00 am-3.00 pm Workshop 5: Theorizing as conceptual innovation  
  Monika Krause, London School of Economics and Political Sciences 
  on BigBlueButton 
  
parallel 
      
10.00 am-3.00 pm Workshop 6: Future imaginaries of the public university 

Richard Watermeyer, University of Bristol 



on BigBlueButton 
 
 

from 3.00 pm  Optional “After school meeting”  
on Gather 

 
 
 

Friday, 10. September 

 
 

10.00 am-11.30 am Keynote 3: On reflexivity 
 Monika Krause, London School of Economics and Political Science 
 on BigBlueButton 

 
11.30 am-12.00 pm Closing panel and farewell 

Julian Hamann, Anna Kosmützky, Christian Imdorf, Humboldt University Berlin and 
Leibniz University Hannover 

 

1.00 pm-3.00 pm  Open network meeting for early career researchers in HERSS 
  HoFoNa, Insist, ECHER  

on t.b.a 
 
parallel 

 

   HERSS consortium meeting 

on t.b.a. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Organizers: Julian Hamann, Anna Kosmützky, Christian Imdorf 
Student assistants: Julia Frisch, Keno Vitzthum, Charlotte Hattenbach 
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